
Welcome to our end of season news-

letter! 

Inside you’ll find valuable information 

on how the plans for our 10th anni-

versary are progressing, how we 

have benefitted from our CFO Grant 

and our current, tentative schedule 

for next year.    

We feature articles from our choir 

manager and choir director.  We 

also have great photo contribu-

tions in this edition. 

We hope you enjoy this edition!  

Please forward feedback to our 

Choir Manager, Kate Batty at 

manager@cantiamogirlschoir.ca.  

Thank you! 

Welcome! 

Cantiamo 2011-2012 End of Season Newsletter 
Cantiamo Girls Choir of Ottawa 
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Kaleid Festival On The Road with Rajaton, Kingston, June 10, 2012  

“It is possible at any age to discover a lifelong desire you never knew 

you had."  

~Robert Brault 

Know someone interested in audi-

tioning?  Please see our website for 

more details at: 

www.cantiamogirlschoir.ca 
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http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/aldoushuxl106874.html


In June, 2003, I re-

signed from my previ-

ous choir and intended 

to take a year off after 

having conducted 

choirs for nearly 20 

years. In August 2003, 

composer James 

Wright contacted me 

looking for a choir to 

sing his piece If I Were 

the Moon (text by Ca-

nadian author Sherri 

Fitch who was keynote 

speaker) at the Writ-

er’s Festival. I told Dr. 

Wright that I did not 

have a choir at the 

time so he suggested 

we each call some 

choristers that we 

knew and have them 

get together for a cou-

ple of rehearsals to 

sing this piece and two 

pieces from Dr. 

Wright’s Gallery of 

Song. We each called 

some girls and ended 

up with a group of 21 

choristers who were 

excited to be part of 

this event.  

We had a successful 

rehearsal and a very 

successful perfor-

mance! Much to my 

surprise, when I ar-

rived home later that 

day, there was an invi-

tation on my answer-

ing machine from the 

Ottawa Citizen for us 

to sing at their Raise a 

Reader breakfast at 

6:00am in the morning 

at City Hall. I put this 

request out to the 

group and once again, 

these choristers enthu-

siastically accepted this 

invitation! Directly af-

ter this came an invita-

tion for us to sing at 

the Congress Centre 

for the National Volun-

teer Awards. It was at 

this point that a deci-

sion had to be made 

as to whether I would 

take my “year off” or 

whether this choir was 

“meant to be”. It was 

impossible to resist the 

enthusiasm of the 

choristers, the invita-

tions from the commu-

nity and the requests 

from the parents and 

thus, Cantiamo was 

born! In the 2012 – 

2013 season we cele-

brate our 10th anniver-

sary! 

We have a number of 

performances in the 

coming season and are 

happy to be connect-

ing with other groups 

in our community! We 

are also looking for-

ward to singing once 

again with our Cantia-

mo alumni who will be 

invited to sing some 

pieces with the current 

choir in our anniver-

sary concert. The 10th 

Anniversary Gala Con-

cert will take place on 

Saturday, June 8th in 

beautiful Dominion-

Chalmers United 

Church. We will look 

forward to singing 

chorister favourites 

from the past 10 years 

as well as premiering a 

new work or two com-

posed just for us for 

this occasion. Our host 

for the evening will be 

CBC’s Laurence Wall 

Cantiamo Girls Choir of Ottawa - 10th Anniversary - 2013! 
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Cantiamo’s 
First Piece:   
“If I Were The 
Moon “ By 
James Wright, 
text by Sherri 
Fitch 



and special guest (and long

-time Cantiamo friend!) 

Kathy Armstrong will lead 

us drumming and dancing 

in Gahu! The Cantiamo 

Training Choir will make a 

cameo appearance as well.  

Plans are in the works to 

create a double CD which 

will include recordings from 

past years of Cantiamo as 

well as a live recording of 

the Gala 10th Anniversary 

concert. We will also be 

creating a commemorative 

10th Anniversary pin that 

will go to all alumni, past 

and future. Presentation of 

Cantiamo Girls Choir of Ottawa - 10th Anniversary - 2013!  Cont’d Page 3 

”Once a 

Cantiamo Girl, 

Always a 

Cantiamo Girl!“ 

~Jackie Hawley 

this pin, at the door of our concerts, will allow alumni a discount-

ed ticket price when coming back to hear the Cantiamo concerts. 

Once a Cantaimo girl – always a Cantiamo girl! 

Plans are also underway to have Cantiamo participate in Festival 

500 in Newfoundland in July 2013. This opportunity will be open 

to the current Cantiamo girls as well as any interested alumni. 

The Festival runs from Wed. July 3 to Wed. July 10. Check out 

www.festival500.com for more details. Participating in this festi-

val in our 2004 - 2005 season was the first big event taken on by 

the original choir and we want to celebrate by feeling the thrill of 

being a part of this fantastic experience in Newfoundland once 

again!  

It is difficult to believe that the Cantiamo Girls Choir of Ottawa 

has reached the 10 year anniversary! There are many, many 

wonderful memories to share and so many more to create with 

current choristers, alumni and our families and audiences! Happy 

Anniversary! Always sing! 

~Jackie Hawley 

Photo of original group of choristers along with some of the Gallery of Song poets, 

composer James Wright (back row near right side) and Sherrie Fitch (center).  

http://www.festival500.com


This year the Community Foundation of Ottawa awarded the 

Cantiamo Girls Choir of Ottawa a three year grant to support our 

music education outreach program. In our mid-season newsletter 

you will have read a description of this program. This year’s pro-

gram was very successful in each of its three parts.  

moods and could be used for 

a variety of occasions.  Teach-

ers were given guidance on 

how to approach the score, 

how to warm up the choir in 

preparation for the piece, 

how to use gesture efficiently 

and effectively, and how to 

program the pieces appropri-

ately. Between Cantiamo and 

the Training Choir, the teach-

ers were able to hear each 

In Part One: the teacher work-

shop, we had thirteen teach-

ers from 11 different schools 

participate as well as many of 

our Cantiamo choristers. The 

schedule for the day was built 

around training the teachers 

on 10 pieces of repertoire 

that could be used successful-

ly with an inexperienced 

choir. These pieces covered a 

range of languages, styles and 

piece performed and also try 

to conduct the pieces if they 

chose. It was a fun and practi-

cal day and it seemed that all 

were happy and inspired by 

the experience. Here are 

some of the comments that 

were sent to me:  

CFO Grant Update 

Part One:  The Teacher Workshop 

Page 4 
C

a
n

ti
a

m
o

 2
0

11
-2

0
12

 E
n

d
 o

f 
S

e
a

s
o

n
 N

e
w

s
le

tt
e

r 
V

o
lu

m
e

 1
, I

s
s

u
e

 2
 

“First of all, thank 
you so much for 
the great 
workshop. It was 
educational, 
helpful and fun, 
as always! I'm 
looking forward to 
trying some of the 
songs with my 
choir in the near 
future.” 

The Teacher Workshop, Feb 11, 2012       

“I have to thank you again for the in-
formation and the opportunity to work 
with the girls.  It was lots of infor-
mation and new ideas.  I have learned 
tremendously today and would love to 
be a part of it again next year. With 
great appreciation for your time and 
your advice.” 

“Thank you for the terrific work-
shop today. I particularly enjoyed 
hearing "your girls" sing.” 

We look forward to continuing with our three part 

educational outreach program next season and very 

much appreciate the generous support from the 

Community Foundation of Ottawa. Always sing! 

~ Jackie Hawley 

Music Monday, May 7, 2012 
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In Part Two: the school tour, 
we visited three schools during 
the day (Joan of Arc Academy, 
Blossom Park PS and Feather-
ston PS) and presented a work-
shop for the school choir and 
then a concert for the entire 

school. We had excellent participa-
tion from Training Choir members 
and Cantiamo girls and were also 
very grateful to have a good num-
ber of generous parents volunteer 
to chaperon for the day. Even the 
weather was on our side with 
beautiful sunshine and mild tem-
peratures! It was very interesting 
for our choristers to observe how 
different the culture is in every 
school and to hear the level of ex-
perience of each school choir. Our 
girls in Cantiamo and our girls and 
boys in the Training Choir were 
excellent mentors on this demand-

ing day. The school students quickly 
overcame their shyness and were 
very enthusiastic about singing with 
us! It is always fun to see their eyes 
widen at the sound of our choris-
ters singing the descant over their 
melody in Song for Canada! We 
even had all of the students in the 
audiences joining us in Shumayela! 
It was a satisfying and successful 
day which left each school choir 
feeling happy and proud of their 
accomplishments just as we were 
happy and proud of ours! 

formance. Mayor Jim Watson 
addressed the crowd and 
talked about the importance 
of music education and this 
particular event. There was 
quite a bit of media coverage 
this year which was great for 
getting the message out 
about the importance of mu-
sic education for all students. 
The event was covered by the 
Ottawa Citizen (photo and 
video), Centretown News, 
Metro Ottawa, CTV, CBC TV, 
Radio Canada TV, CBC’s Otta-
wa Morning and on Radio 
Canada’s Le Monde Selon. 
Music Monday is an im-
portant event for the Music 
Education Department of the 

National Arts Centre and is 
the main event of the year 
for the Coalition for Music 
Education in Canada. We 

Part three: the Music Monday 
performance, was another 
exciting day!  Our choristers 
joined with 530 students to 
rehearse in the lobby of the 
NAC. Overall, the choristers 
were well prepared but it was 
comforting to know that there 
were Cantiamo girls and 
Training Choir girls and boys 
that would lend their experi-
enced voices and profession-
alism to this large group. We 
were also very lucky to have a 
brass quintet from NACO play-
ing along with us while Laura 
accompanied from the key-
board. Our rehearsal went as 
planned and we were ready to 
head to City Hall for the per-

Part Two:  The School Tour 

Part Three:  Music Monday 

Page 5 

are proud that the Cantaimo 
Girls Choir is invited by the 
NAC to be the core choir for 
Music Monday! 

Music Monday, May 7, 2012                  Photo—Julie Gourley 

Featherson PS, April 13, 2012 Blossom Park PS, April 13, 2012 Blossom Park PS, April 13, 2012 

Joan of Arc Academy, April 13, 2012 

School Tour Photos—Jane Pickett 



Music Monday is Mon, May 6th.  It is the third part 

of our educational outreach program.  Cantiamo 

will perform an evening concert on Sat., May 11th 

with the Kanata Choral Society at St Paul’s An-

glican Church.  May 29th Cantiamo performs with 

the Gryphon Trio.  There will be rehearsals after-

school on May 27 & 28 to prepare for this exciting 

event! 

2012—2013 Tentative Schedule of Events 

Page 6 
C

a
n

ti
a

m
o

 2
0

11
-2

0
12

 E
n

d
 o

f 
S

e
a

s
o

n
 N

e
w

s
le

tt
e

r 
V

o
lu

m
e

 1
, I

s
s

u
e

 2
 

Rehearsals start up for the 2012-2013 season 

on Mon., Sept. 3rd at Trinity United Church.  Our 

Annual General Meeting will be on Mon., Sept. 

17th from 6:15-7:15 at Trinity United Church.  Our 

Cantiamo Girls will have their annual Christmas 

Card Making  and Pizza Party Social on Fri., 

Sept. 21 from 6-9.  If you are interested in hosting 

this please contact Jackie.  Both choirs will be 

participating in NAC Culture Days at Southam 

Hall on Sun, Sept. 30 from 2:30—4:00pm. 

Apart from regular rehearsals, we will be participating 

in a fundraising concert for Trinity United Church 

on Fri, Oct 26 in the evening.  They generously sup-

port us.  Now it is our turn to support them.  Stay 

tuned for details.    Training Choir will be having their 

first workshop on October 27th from 10-12 at Trinity 

United Church. 

January & February feature our regular rehearsals and the Teacher’s Workshop on February 9th at Trinity United 

Church.  The Teacher’s Workshop is the first part of our educational outreach program. 

Please refer to the web site 

“members only” schedule for de-

tails for all of these events. There 

is a Google calendar and if you 

scroll down you will find a de-

tailed schedule as well. As al-

ways, please feel comfortable to 

email me or manager Kate Batty 

with any questions/comments 

you might have about any of 

these events.  

~ Jackie Hawley, Choir Director 

September 

October  

May 

June 

November features our regular rehearsals. 

November 

December 

December starts off with our annual Advent Carol 

Service at St John’s South March on Sun, Dec 2.  

We visit The Royale on Mon., Dec. 10 and host our 

annual December Concert on Sun, Dec 16 at 

3:00pm at Glen Cairn United Church. 

January & February 

There is no rehearsal on March 11 due to the  

March Break.  Cantiamo will be performing in a 

possible Easter Vigil Concert in the evening of 

March 30th at St John’s South March with the St 

John’s Choir. 

March 

Our parents only Annual Wine & Cheese 

will be Sun, Apr 7, 2-4 at Jackie’s House.  

Our School Tour (2nd part of our educational out-

reach program) will be Fri, Apr 12.  In the afternoon of 

April 28 will see our Training Choir perform with 

Cross Town Youth Chorus and the Goulbourn 

JJs. 

April 

July 

June 8th will be our 10th Anniversary 

Concert.  Please read the update on 

the plans in Jackie’s article in this newsletter. 

The 10th Anniversary celebrations continue with the Cantiamo 

and Cantiamo alumni trip to Festival 500 in St. John’s, New-

foundland.  Please see www.festival500.com for more info! 
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Month Date Time Type Location 

September   3, 10, 17, 24 6:30 – 8:30 Regular Rehearsals Trinity United Church 

Sept 17 6:15 – 7:15 Parent meeting Trinity United Church 

Fri Sept 21 6:00 – 9:00 Christmas card craft and 

pizza party social 

TBD 

Sun Sept 30 2:30 – 4:00 Culture Days NAC Southam Hall 

October   1, 8, 15, 22, 29 6:30 – 8:30 Regular Rehearsals Trinity United Church 

Fri Oct 26  evening Trinity Fundraising concert Trinity United Church 

Sat Oct 27 10:00 – 12:00 TC workshop Trinity United Church 

November 5, 12, 19,  26 6:30 – 8:30 Regular Rehearsals Trinity United Church 

December  Dec 2  Advent Carol Service St. John’s South March 

Dec. 3 6:30 – 8:30 Regular rehearsal Trinity United Church 

Mon Dec10 

 

7:00 pm, Arrive: 6:45 

Pick up: 7:45 

performance Royalton Retirement Resi-

dence 

Dec 16 Sunday 3:00 pm Annual Christmas Concert Glen Cairn United Church 

January 7, 14, 21 and 28 6:30 – 8:30 Regular Rehearsals Trinity United Church 

February  4,11, 18 and 25 6:30 - 8:30 Regular Rehearsals Trinity United Church 

Sat Feb 9   Teacher workshop Trinity United Church 

March  4, 18 and 25 6:30 -8:30 Regular Rehearsals Trinity United Church 

Sun Mar 30 evening Possible Easter Vigil concert 

with St John’s 

St John’s South March 

April  1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 6:30 – 8:30 Regular Rehearsals Trinity United Church 

Sun Apr. 7 2:00 – 4:00 Parent wine and cheese Jackie’s 

Fri Apr 12 All Day School Tour  

Sun Apr 28 1:00 –3:15 – rehearsal 

3:15–4:00 – snack 
break 

4:00 – 5:15 concert 

Training choir event with 

Cross Town Youth Chorus 

and Goulbourn JJs 

Trinity United Church 

May  May 6 10:30 – 1:30 Music Monday Ottawa City Hall 

 6,13, 20 and 27 6:30 – 8:30 Regular Rehearsals Trinity United Church 

Sat May 11 evening Concert Kanata Choral Society St. Paul’s Anglican Church 

May 27, 28, 29 After school on 27 & 28 

Evening on 29th 

Listen Up with Gryphon Trio   

June  June 3 6:30 – 8:30 Regular Rehearsal Trinity United Church 

Sat June 8 7:00 10th Anniversary Concert Dominion Chalmers United 

10, 17, 24 6:30 – 8:30 Rehearsals for travelling 

group 

Trinity United Church 

July July 3 - 10   Festival 500 Newfoundland 

2012—2013 Tentative Schedule of Events 



formed that the money 

will be sent to Cantia-

mo in two installments, 

in August 2012 and 

February 2013.  While 

there are administra-

tion fees that UW Otta-

wa takes off the dona-

tion, we have con-

firmed that if your em-

ployer is the Federal 

Government, the admin 

fee is a simple $12 flat 

fee. As well, if your 

employer does any sort 

of matching program, 

using the United Way 

vehicle to donate to 

Cantiamo helps boost 

the overall donation 

amount.   

General donations flow 

into our overall operat-

ing budget and help us 

“As we end another season 

of Cantiamo, we are happy 

to report that donations con-

tinue to rise and as of June, 

we have seen more than 

triple the amount of last year 

with $2800 received to date.  

As mentioned in the Febru-

ary newsletter, there are 

several ways in which we 

receive donations to Cantia-

mo including Music Library 

purchases, United Way do-

nations through employer 

deduction programs and 

direct donations from family, 

friends and admirers in the 

community. As a registered 

charity we are able to pro-

vide charitable receipts to 

donors.  

For those who did donate 

through the United Way this 

year, we have been in-

meet the mission and 

objectives of Cantia-

mo.  Music Library 

donations are directed 

to purchasing and 

sometimes even com-

missioning new music 

or supporting existing 

music.   

We are also open to 

taking on donations 

where a business or 

organization becomes 

a “sponsor” of Cantia-

mo.  All sponsors will 

have their names in-

cluded in our own 

choir concerts to 

acknowledge their 

support.  

A big thank you to all 

those who did donate 

to Cantiamo this year!  

~ Kate Batty – Choir 

Manager 

Phone: 613-599-4307   

www.cantiamogirlschoir.ca 

E-mail: director@cantiamogirlschoir.ca 

Cantiamo Girls Choir of Ottawa 

An Update on 

Donations 
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Attention All 

Cantiamo 

Choristers:   

Please dry 

clean your 

Cantiamo uni-

form over the 

summer so it 

is ready for the 

new season! 
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Thank You Again To Our Brown Bag Fundraiser Contributors! 

National Arts Centre 

Panorama Wealth Management 

The Leading Note 

Jane Pickett Originals 

 Farris-Manning Photography 

Suzanne Morris— Therapeutic Body Care 

Katie’s Kakes 

Heavenly Day’s Spa—Kanata 

Wild Wing—Kanata 

La Casa a Porto—Barrhaven 

Gabriel’s Pizza—Bridlewood 

Frank’s Catering—Nepean 

Mireille’s Hair Studio– Barrhaven 

Platinum Hair Salon—Ottawa 

Rinaldo Hair Designers & Spa 

Domenic’s Music—Kanata 

Vicki Isles 

Canadian Wildlife Federation 

Trudel Home Hardware—Kanata 

Laura’s Independent Grocer—Kanata 

Bridlewood Home Hardware—Kanata 

SpaHara—Bells Corners 

And the following parents:  Kate Green, Jean-
nine Tourcotte, Julie Gourley, Mary Preville, 
Kate Batty, Amy Sirotek, Carmen Parsons, Kath-
erine Richardson, and Rosemary McPherson 

Start saving your pennies now for our 10th Anniversary Trip to Festival 500.  
Costs are estimated at $1800 pp.  Some fundraising support will be provided! 


