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Welcome to Welcome to A Cantiamo Christmas - 20 years!A Cantiamo Christmas - 20 years!
 
How fortunate that we can be together in-person for our 20th season! We 
are happy to share this celebration of the season through story and song.  
 
Our Primary, Training, Apprentice and Girls choirs offer songs of joy, love, 
family, and fun! To make our 20th anniversary Christmas concert extra  
special, we welcome Cantiamo alumnae to warm our hearts reading “A Visit 
from St. Nicholas.”

Thank you for being here with us, to share the wonderful feeling of our  
Cantiamo community, at this special time of year! 

Merry Christmas!    Jxo
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The ChoirsThe Choirs
 
Cantiamo Primary Choir

Clementine Baldwin Lawson, Isabelle Baldwin Lawson, Ayla Berthiaume,  
Eleanor Brakel, Emma Dammous, Amelia Giles, Ariane Gomes, Phoebe Hulford, 
Aviva Joyce, Golda Mullard, Beatrice Murphy

 
Cantiamo Training Choir

Camila Bourgeois, Amy Gordon, Anabelle Gordon, Elizbeth Koop, Nora Koop, 
Adriana Luksic, Sophie Luksic, Alicia Matias, Anna Murphy, Alec Perry, Victoria 
Racz,  Élodie Saindon, Ian Smith, Erzsi Stersky, Jasper Yu, Adam Zayoun, Aliyah 
Zayoun

 
Cantiamo Girls Apprentice Choir

Soprano: 
Priya Bilkhu, Holly Loiselle, Kendra Shaw, Hannah Smith, Norah Wagner
 
Alto: 
Ava Boldt, Mackenzie Hunt, Zoe Ella Read, Audrey Smith, Sadie Wilkinson

 
Cantiamo Girls Choir
 
Soprano 1: 
Anna D’Attillio, Erin Fraser, Zoey Liu, Barbara Tiamiakova, Anna Wiebe
 
Soprano 2:  
Julia Greig, Abby Jennings, Hailey Wharram, Mei Wills, Lucy Wolfraim
 
Alto 1: 
Hannah Admiral, Paschale Leahy, Sophie Jane Miller,  
Amelia Smith, Mallory Wade
 
Alto 2: 
Eva Jean-Pierre, Lilly Jordan, Katherine Kletke,  
Naya Williamson, Xue Wills
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ProgramProgram
 
Organ Prelude: Teresa van den Boogaard
 
 
Cantiamo Girls Choir
Bien vite c’est le jour de l’An (Soon it Will be New Year’s Day): 
Erica Phare-Bergh* ..............................................................................5 
 
Snow Angel (final movement): Sarah Quartel* ........................................ 6
 
 
Cantiamo Girls Apprentice Choir
The Time of Snow: Bob Chilcott ............................................................. 7
 
A Celtic Christmas: Arr. Audrey Snyder ................................................... 7 
 
 
Cantiamo Girls Apprentice Choir & Cantiamo Training Choir
Hockey: Marilyn E. Broughton* ............................................................. 8
Library sponsorship: “For the love of the game” McCulligh Family
 
 
Cantiamo Training Choir
Snowman: Carl Strommen .................................................................... 9 
 
The Day Before Christmas: Nancy Telfer* ............................................. 10 
Library sponsorship: “Celebrating the power of musical mentorship” Leslie Bricker
 
 
Cantiamo Primary Choir
Peace, Peace, Peace: Ginger Littleton ................................................... 11
 
Listen!: Clifford Crawley* ................................................................... 11
 
* Canadian composer
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A Visit from St. NicholasA Visit from St. Nicholas 

Clement Clarke Moore

 
Alumni guest narrators, in order of appearance:
Emily Poulsen, Megan Sirotek, Jessica Simpson,  
Emma Parsons, Amy Leslie, Katie Cruickshank

 
 
Cantiamo Girls Choir
Carol: Nancy Telfer* .......................................................................... 12 

 
All choir levels
Away in a Manger: Alexander Tilley* .................................................... 13 

 
Cantiamo Girls Apprentice Choir & Cantiamo Training Choir
Reindeer on the Roof: Jay Althouse ...................................................... 14 

 
Cantiamo Girls Apprentice Choir,  
Cantiamo Training Choir & Cantiamo Primary Choir
Welcome, St. Nicholas!: David Eddleman .............................................. 15 

 
Cantiamo Girls Choir
I Believe: William Schermerhorn, Wesley Whatley, Arr. Audrey Snyder ......... 16

O Tannenbaum (O Christmas Tree): 
Arr. William Bohn (GC) ....................................................................... 17  
Library sponsorship: Astrid Neuland 2014

 
All choir levels
Cantate Exsultate (Sing, Rejoice): David Waggoner ................................ 17

 
* Canadian composer
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Soon it will be New Year’s Day
That comes every year
So then, let’s speak of old times
Everyone having so much fun
We gathered the parents together
And had their approval

While the children play
Parents will embrace each other
With great tenderness
And done very politely
On both cheeks 
And the forehead
But all this without permission

It’s great to have fun
But one has to think about eating
We will eat delicious pies
Some with raisins and some with dates
And some great meat pies (tourtières)
Made by our lovely grandmother

When the day is done
Everyone will have fun
Soon it will be New Year’s Day
(Don’t forget the tourtière!)

Bien vite c’est le jour de l’An
Qui nous r’vient à tous les ans
Parlons donc de l’ancien temps
Tout l’monde s’amusait gaiement
On rassemblait les parents
On avait plus d’agrément

Pendant qu’les enfants joueront
La parenté s’embrass’ront
Avec une grande tendresse
Et fait avec politesse
Sur les deux joues
Sur le front
Mais tout ça sans permission

C’est bien beau de s’amuser
Il faut penser à manger
On mang’ra des bonnes tartes
À la farlouche et aux dattes
Et aussi de bonnes tourtières
Faites par notre bonne grand-mère

Quand la journée terminée
Que tout l’monde s’est amusé
Bien vite c’est le jour de l’An
N’oublie pas la tourtière!

Bien vite c’est le jour de l’An Bien vite c’est le jour de l’An 
(Soon it Will be New Year’s Day)(Soon it Will be New Year’s Day)
La Bolduc (Mary Travers), Arr. Erica Phare-Bergh*
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Snow AngelSnow Angel
Sarah Quartel*

I went to my window one bright winter’s morn 
And gazed at the new fallen snow.
The world overtaken by flurries of white had set my surroundings aglow.
I looked to the heavens seeking the source of this wonderland newly appeared,
When there I spied a snow angel holding the flakes and spreading them near.
She sang: even though the snow may blow, there’s not a wind can stop my music. 
For I know that winter shelters life.

On silver-blue wingtips she soared through the air 
ensuring the flowers were warm.
She knew that her snowflakes would blanket the earth 
and keep all its friends safe from harm. 
I thought for a moment she must be a dream,
This angel with silvery wings.
But then I discovered she was heaven-sent
As her icy lips opened to sing.
She sang: even though the snow may blow there’s not a wind can stop my music.
For I know that winter shelters life. 

When she knew that the flowers were asleep
She beat her wings faster to go.
But soon, looking back on the work she had done,
She let herself fall to the snow.
I saw for a moment the smile on her face 
As she launched herself back in the air.
I’m sure there are many snow angels in heaven
But now I have one down here. 
I sing: even though the snow may blow
There’s not a wind can stop my music.
For I know that winter shelters life.
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The Time of SnowThe Time of Snow
Bob Chilcott

They journey onward to find their rest.
Mary and Joseph, forever blessed.
They travel wearily as they go.
The time of winter, the time of snow.

A place for shelter they have in mind.
A simple stable is all they find. 
The promise of an angel is all they know.
The time of winter, the time of snow.

It may not have been winter then,
That certain night in Bethlehem,
but with the beauty of this birth came the renewal of the earth,
as a flower that grows through the melting snows. 

There in the silence lies Mary’s son,
A source of wonder for everyone.
Within a stable so long ago.
The time of winter, the time of snow.
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A Celtic ChristmasA Celtic Christmas
Arr. Audrey Snyder

Sleep, my baby, sleep, my dear one,
Snuggle softly, safe and warm. 
Mother gently watches o’er you
Nestled in her loving arms.
Guardian angels gather ‘round you,
Blessings brought from heav’n above,
Hush, my child, in peaceful slumber,
Know our hearts undying love.

Good people all this Christmas time,
Consider well and bear in mind,
What our good God for us has done,
In sending His beloved Son.
With Mary holy we should pray
To God with love this Christmas day.
In Bethlehem upon that morn,
There was a blessed Messiah born.



HockeyHockey
Marilyn E. Broughton* 
Library sponsorship: “For the love of the game” McCulligh Family

Hockey, skating, slap shot, body check, 
Passing, off-side, penalty, cross-check.
Here comes the forward all decked out in gear,
Skates around the defence and gets in the clear.
He shoots and misses. 
The defence try once more to escape from their end
By passing the puck back and forth.
They send it hurtling down the ice. 
Icing! 
They’re set for the face-off.
The ref drops the puck.
They skate.
The pass.
They still have no luck in scoring a goal.
They pass to a forward who skates up the ice. 
He shoots.
It’s blocked.
He shoots.
It’s stopped.
He shoots.
He scores! 
Hockey, skating, slap shot, body check, 
Passing, off-side, penalty, cross-check.
Body check, slap shot, skating, hockey.
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SnowmanSnowman
Carl Strommen

Snowman, snowman, carrot nose snowman,
Your top hat and red cape, a button-eyed snowman
We see you only once a year. 
We hope you’ll stay a while with us;

And snowman, snowman, don’t go away, mister snowman
We want you to stay one more day, 
‘cause we like you just the way you are.
Do you like us too?

Snowman you’re standing, smiling, never a frown,
You’re my friend, I feel good when you’re around,
Can’t you stay just a day or so. 
We love you, snowman.

Nice day, warm day, is this goodbye
And one day, someday you’ll be with us always,
I hope you stay the way you are
And I guess we’ll see you,
I hope we see you next year.
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The Day Before ChristmasThe Day Before Christmas
Nancy Telfer* 
Library sponsorship: “Celebrating the power of musical mentorship” Leslie Bricker

The day before Christmas is the slowest day of the year;
 
It drags, it sags, it lags…
 
But, Christmas Day is the fastest day,
The swiftest, speediest, quickest day of the year.
On Christmas Day, the time sweeps by…
It flies through the air; it climbs to the sky…
It dances past the tree; it prances on your knee;
It scurries; it hurries; it giggles; it wiggles.
For Christmas Day is the fastest day,
The swiftest, speediest, quickest day,
For Christmas Day is the fastest day,
The swiftest, the speediest, the quickest day,
Of the year.
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Peace, Peace, PeacePeace, Peace, Peace
Ginger B. Littleton

See the light shining in the night, 
Peace, peace, peace.
See a star no matter where you are
Peace, peace, peace.

Light a candle, sing a song,
Keep the spirit all year long. 
See the joy of every girl and boy, 
Peace, peace, peace.
Peace, peace, peace.

Listen!Listen!
Clifford Crawley*

Snow lays softly on the ground, 
 
Hush now don’t you make a sound
 
SHHH...Listen!

Be as quiet as you can be, 
 
Listen very carefully
 
SHHH…Listen!

Hear the bells on Santa’s sleigh, 
 
Telling you he’s on his way. 
 
SHHH…Listen!
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CarolCarol
Nancy Telfer*

Deep in the fading leaves of night
There lay a flower that darkness knows,
‘till winter stripped and brought to light
The most incomparable Rose that blows, that blows.

Sleep then, my baby, as softly I sing;
Sleep then my Jesus, dream dreams of a King;
Sleep then, my baby, as softly I sing. 

The flashing mirrors of the snow keep turning, 
Turning and returning still:
To see the lovely child below
And hold him is their only will;
Keep still, keeps still. 

Sleep then, my baby, as softly I sing;
Sleep then my Jesus, dream dreams of a King;
Sleep then, my baby, as softly I sing. 

Even the doves forget to grieve
And gravely to his greetings fly
And the lone places that they leave 
All follow and are standing by on high, on high. 

Sleep then, my baby, as softly I sing;
Sleep then my Jesus, dream dreams of a King;
Sleep then, my baby, as softly I sing.
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Away in a MangerAway in a Manger
Alexander Tilley*

Away in a manger
No crib for a bed
The little Lord Jesus
Laid down His sweet head
The stars in the bright sky
Looked down where He lay
The little Lord Jesus
Asleep on the hay

The cattle are lowing
The Baby awakes
But little Lord Jesus
No crying He makes
I love You, Lord Jesus
Look down from the sky
And stay by my side
Until morning is nigh

Be near me, Lord Jesus
I ask You to stay
Close by me forever
And love me I pray
Bless all the dear children
In Your tender care
And fit us for heaven
To live with You there
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Reindeer on the RoofReindeer on the Roof
Jay Althouse

It was back in last December. How well I do remember.
‘Twas on the eve of Christmas late at night.
Outside the snow was falling as I was slowly crawling 
Into my cozy bed so snug and tight.
When all at once some tapping awoke me from my napping,
The sounds were coming from above my bed.
So, I jumped up in a flash and I opened up the sash.
And there I saw them right above my head.

Yes, there were reindeer on the roof, reindeer on the roof. 
They were standing right above my head.
Reindeer on the roof, reindeer on the roof,
And a sleigh all bright and shiny red.
Yes, there were reindeer on the roof, reindeer on the roof.
There was no mistaking what I saw. 
This December I’ll be waiting, I’ll be anticipating.
And this year I will call my Ma and Pa. 

My parents don’t believe me. My friends say, “Don’t deceive me.”
Though everyone is smiling and polite.
They all think I am crazy and that my mind is hazy
On what I must have seen that snowy night. 
But I am not mistaken. I know I was awkened
By sounds of tiny hooves upon the roof.
And though I am quite certain, I saw them through the curtain,
I guess I must admit I have no proof. 

Yes, there were reindeer on the roof, reindeer on the roof,
And a sleigh all bright and shiny red.
Yes, there were reindeer on the roof, reindeer on the roof.
There was no mistaking what I saw. 
This December I’ll be waiting, I’ll be anticipating.
And this year I will call my Ma and Pa. 
When I see the reindeer on the roof.
Reindeer on the roof!
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Welcome, St. Nicholas!Welcome, St. Nicholas!
David Eddleman

Jolly old St. Nicholas lean your ear this way!
Don’t you tell a single soul what I’m going to say!
Christmas Eve is coming soon; now, you dear old man,
Whisper what you’ll bring to me, tell me if you can.

Christmas time is coming soon;
Raise your voice in a joyful tune.
There will be gifts a-scattered on the floor.
Welcome, St. Nicholas, what have you in store?

When the clock is striking twelve, when I’m fast asleep,
Down the chimney broad and black with your pack you’ll creep. 
All the stockings you will find hanging in a row;
Mine will be the shortest one, you’ll be sure to know. 

When your sleigh is on the wing, bells aloft in the steeple ring;
Just hear the children singing in the square,
Warmest feelings that we all can share.

Welcome, dear St. Nicholas, now join our very merry Christmas cheer!
Jolly old St. Nick! 
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I BelieveI Believe
William Schermerhorn, Wesley Whatley, Arr. Audrey Snyder

What makes a miracle?
What makes a Christmas dream come true?
How can a man in red now change the world, I thought I knew?

How can there be miracles if hearts are filled with doubt?
It’s time to leave the doubt behind and find what life’s about.

I believe in a wondrous place he calls the imagination.
I believe in his childhood world of hope and celebration.
I believe in the miracle of love because oh yes,
I believe in Santa Claus!

It’s no easy feat on a city street to touch a weary heart.
But in your heart the dream begins and the miracle will start!

I believe in a wondrous place he calls the imagination.
I believe in his childhood world of hope and celebration.
I believe in the miracle of love because oh yes,
I believe in Santa Claus!

In snowflakes, angels, sleighbells ringing, 
Lights that twinkle, children singing!
I believe in Santa Claus. 
I believe in Santa Claus.
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O Tannenbaum O Tannenbaum 
(O Christmas Tree)(O Christmas Tree)
Arr. William Bohn (GC) 
Library sponsorship: Astrid Neuland 2014

O Tannenbaum, O Tannenbaum,
wie grün sind deine Blätter!
Du grünst nicht nur zur Sommerzeit,
Nein auch im Winter, wenn es schneit.
O Tannenbaum, O Tannenbaum,
wie grün sind deine Blätter!

O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 
how lovely are thy branches.
Not only green when summer’s here, 
but in the coldest time of year. 
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, 
how lovely are thy branches.

Cantate Exsultate Cantate Exsultate 
(Sing, Rejoice)(Sing, Rejoice)
David Waggoner

Cantate, exsultate,
Sing alleluia and rejoice. 
Cantate, exsultate,
Sing alleluia, lift your voice. 

Sing alleluia, sing alleluia,
Sing alleluia and rejoice.
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A special thank you to...A special thank you to...

Special Guest alumnae:
Emily Poulsen, Megan Sirotek, Jessica Simpson,  
Emma Parsons, Amy Leslie, Katie Cruickshank

 
Production and stage management: 
Carlo Verdicchio
 
 
Cantiamo Board: Volunteers and members
 
 
Our choristers and Choral Education Team: 
Jackie Hawley, Leslie Bricker, Kathy Goodsell, Teresa van den Boogaard and 
Kathy McGee.  

Thank you to you, the audience members, for Thank you to you, the audience members, for 
coming out and supporting our choir. We hope coming out and supporting our choir. We hope 
you enjoyed the concert!you enjoyed the concert!
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Program design by Fiona Loiselle

cantiamo.ca

https://cantiamo.ca

